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Fact Sheet: U.S.-Japan Cooperative Initiatives

President Obama met with Prime Minister Noda in Washington, D.C.,
on April 30, 2012. Inaddition to releasinga “U.S.-Japan Joint
Statement: A Shared Vision for the Future”, the two leaders
announced the following cooperative initiatives, which: are
aimed at strengthening and expanding the U.S.-Japan
relationship in the areas of security cooperation, economic

"partnership, and cultural and people-to-people exchanges.

Joint Statement by the U.S.-Japan Security Consultative
Committee (2+2): The leaders welcomed the 2+2 Joint Statement
of April 27, and affirmed that the new plan will enhance the

implementation of U.S. force posture and realignment goals,
leading to strengthened and expanded security and defense
cooperation. The statement represents a key component of the
' broa?er U.S. stratégic rebalanciné-toward the Asia-Pacific by
supporting a U.S. military presence in the region that is
geographically distributed, operationally resilient and
politically sustainable. It marks a major step forwérd in our
~bilateral security relationship and opens the way for new |
Alliance initiatives to enhance our operational cooperation,
including dynamic defense cooperation involving timely and
effective joint training, joint surveillance and
reconnaissanceactivities,andjoint/shareduse<xffacilities.
It also opens a pathway to new initiatives for regional
collaboration to help partners to build their capaéity'through
‘both governments’ efforts. Additional_information.and'the'text
of the statement are available here: [link to 2+2 statement]

Bilateral Commission on Civil Nuclear Cooperation: Building

on the close U.S.-Japan cooperation following Japan’s'March
2011 nuclear accident, Japan and the United. States will
establish a high-level Bilateral Commission on Civil Nuclear
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‘Cooperation to further strengthen our work in this field. The
Commission will foster comprehensive strategic.dialogue and
joint activities related to the safe and secure implementation
of civil nuclear energy and the response to the accident such
as decommissioning and decontamination. The Commission is to
coordinate more robust research and development exchanges in
areas which may include nuclear energy, safety, and security,
environmental management, and nonproliferation. It builds |
upon our March 2012 agreement on cooperation' in the field of
nuclear energy R&D, and also supports the commitments made by
both countries at the 2012 Nuclear Security Summit. It is
anticipated that the Commission will hold its first meeting at
the earliest mtitually convenient date. Japan and the United
States will work for the success of the Fukushima Ministerial
Conference on Nuclear Safety held by Japan in co-sponsorship
with the IAEA in December this year.

New Clean Energy Initiatives: The leaders launched the

following new initiatives in the area of clean energy, to be
administered under the U.S.-Japan Clean Energy Policy Dialogue:

o Tohoku Green Communities Alliance: To support the
reconstruction and recovery of areas affected by the
Great East Japan Earthquake, the United States and Japan
are launching the Tohoku Green Communities Alliance.
The United States and Japan are to cooperate to develop
and deploy clean energy technologies, to promote the
building of vgreen communities in the Tohoku regioh and,
through that experience, in our two countries more
broadly. The United States and Japan will work to
increase people-to-people exchanges involving
individuals in the Tohoku region to promote local clean
energy solutions, in conjunction with the new TOMODACHI
exchanges described below. The United States and Japan
will also work to promote joint U.S.-Japan research and

develbpment involving institutions in the Tohoku region,
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andcollaborateingovernmentandindustrypartnerships
to develop and deploy community-scale microgrid
systems.

New Cooperation in Clean Energy Innovation: The United
States and Japan will expand our cooperation on clean
energy innovation, including through collaborations
for information sharing and joint research and
development between U.S. national laboratories and
universities, and Japanese research institutes and
universities in biomass, enhanced géothermal systems,
and other areas. In addition, the United States and
Japan are to expand joint projects in renewable energy,
énergy efficiency, smart grid technology, and
people-to-people exchanges, under the existing
cooperation involving the State of Hawaii and Okinawa

Prefecture.

CriticalMaterialsReSéarchandEEvelopment: Bﬁilding
on our existing dialogue on critical materials policy,
the United States and Japan are to begin new
collaboration on recycling rare earth elements, as well
as othér areas of research and development. U.S. and
Japanese researchers from U.S. national laboratories,
Japanese research institutes, and universities in both
countries are to conduct these collaborations. The
United States and Japan will also work to increase
information sharing between the research communities
of both countries on the production and use of rare earth
elements and other critical materials, in order to
promote improved understanding of market conditions and
- technology needs. These efforts will promote our
shared objectives of promoting diversity of supply,
development of substitute materials, and improved

recycling processes.



0 The 4th Clean Energy Policy Dialogue in Fukushima: Japan
and the United States plan to hold the 4th Clean Energy
Policy Dialogue in Fukushima Prefecture later this year
to formulate action plans to promote the cooperation
above. |

Joint Statement on Global Supply Chain Security: The two

countries issued the U.S.-Japan Joint Statement on Global
Supply Chain Security. Recognizing the importance of our two
economies to supply chains that power the global economy, the
United States and Japan have outlined ways to cooperate more
closely to strengthen the security and resiliency of the global
supply chain and promote the timely, efficient flow of
legitimate commerce. The United States and Japan intend to
enhance trade facilitation benefits provided to the members of
the U.S. Customs-Trade Partnership Agéinst Terrorism and
Japan’s Authorized Economic Operators program; accelerate
discussions on an air cargo security mutual recognition
arrangement; and, as resources permit, coordinate
cépacity-building in Asia-Pacific to strengthen regional
border, port, maritime, and aviation security. Together, our
two countries seek to ensure that regional and global supply
chains are prepared for, and can withstand, evolving threats
and hazards, and can recover rapidly from possible disruptions
such as terrorism and natural disasters.

Cooperation on Travel Facilitation: The United States and

Japan have decided to work together to establish a reciprocal
arrangement, including through Japan’s participation in the U.S.
“Global Entry” program, fo expedite immigration clearance for
trusted travelers from both our countries, and make travel

between the United States and Japan easier, faster and more

secure.

Cyber Cooperation: Noting over a decade of extensive

partnership on information and communications technology (ICT)



policy, Internet issues, and cybersecurity, and welcoming
Japan’s intention to join as soon as possible the Convention
on Cybercrime (the United States is already a party), both
countries agreed on the need to deepen bilateral coordination
on cyber issues, and announced our intention to develop a
framework for deepening whole-of-government engagement. This
framework is to be designed to leverage existing dialogues to
ensure the involvement of all the relevant Ministries and
Agencies on priority issues such as: international norms
development, strategies at international fora, common threats
and priorities, expaﬂéion of public-private partnerships,
science and‘technology'collaboration; critical infrastructure
and control systems security, incident management and

. s hj .
operational cooperation, and cybersecurity awareness.

Space Cooperation: The United States and Japan consider the

sustainability, stability, and free access to and use of space
vital to our national interests. Based on this recognition and
our 42 years of joint space activities and the bilateral
partnership, the United States and Japan will seek greater

cooperation in the following areas:

e Civil Space Cooperation: The United States and Japan have
committed to deepen civil space cooperation through early
conclusion of the negotiation of a Framework Agreement on
the peaceful exploration and use of outer'space and by
pursuing the following specific activities:
-Cooperation, including with regard to interoperability
and improved regionai navigation, between GPS and the
Japanese Quazi-Zenith Satellite System (QZSS) for
multiple purposes; '
~ Collaboration on satellite-based earth observation
missions such as greenhouse gases observation satellites,
including.coordination on promoting the utilization of
satellite-based remote sensing data for environmental,

scientific, and disaster monitoring purposes; and



- Continuation of the International Space Station
operations beyond 2016.

e Space Security Cooperation: Japan and the United States
are to deepen our security partnership in space through
various cooperative measures, including the pursuit of
voluntary and pragmatic transparency and confidence
building measures in space, including an International
Code of Conduct for Outer Space Activities, and
development of a framework for sharing space situational

awareness services and information.

e Comprehensive Dialogue .on Space: The United States and

' J.apan are to enhance our space dialogue with the engagement
of all the relevant Ministries and Agencies to ensure a
whole-of-government apprgach to space matters and space
cooperation addressing environmental research,
scientific discovery, national and international

security, and economic growth.

Cooperation on Innovation, Entrepreneurship and the Internet

Economy : Recognizing the power of entrepreneurship to bring
new technologies to market, the President and Prime Minister
endorsed the work plan of the newly-established U.S.-Japan
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Council, comprised of leading
experts from both government and the private sector. The
Council is to identify best practices, policy recommendations
and cooperative bilateral initiatives to encourage the creation
of new businesses that generate growth and jobs in both
economies. The leaders also endorsed the launching of a new
Cloud Computing'Working Group, in cooperation with the private
sector, under the Internet Economy Dialogue, aimed at expanding
online business opportunities and shaping global regulatory
practices on emerging Internet technologies and cross-border
data flows. The Internet Economy Dialogue focuses on the

openness of the Internet and freedom to communicate, commercial



network security, expanding e-Government, protection of
children’s safety online and the reduction of unwanted and
unsolicited “spam” email messages.

Friendship Blossoms: Applauding the resounding success of

events to celebrate the centennial of the historic gift of 3,000
cherry trees by Japan to Washington, D.C., in 1912, the
President announced a reciprocal gift of 3,000 dogwodd trees
to Japan this year. These dogwood trees are to be planted in
Tokyo and throughout Japan, including in areés recovering from
the Great East Japan Earthquake of 2011, as an enduring symbol
of our friendship.

People-to-People and Youth Exchanges: The leaders welcomed

achievements by TOMODACHI, a public-private partnership led by
the U.S. Government and the U.S.-Japan Council that is *
supporting disaster recovery and inVesting in the next
generation while fostering greater engagement between the
peopie of Japén and the United States, especially youth.
President Obama welcomed the Kizuna Project, a new initiative
by the Government of Japan that will contribute to
reconstruction of disaster-affected areas by funding exchanges
- for over 2,000 high school students and other young people from
the two countries, These programs promoting people-to-people
cohnections build on a long and rich tradition of exchange,
including the Jépan'Exchange and Teaching~(JET) Program, the
Japan-U.S. Training Exchange Program for English Language
Teachers (JUSTE), the Japanese Language Education Assistants
Program (J—LEAP), the Fulbright Program, the Mansfield
Fellowship Program, other inter-university joint programs and
the U.S.-Japan Conference on Cultural and Educational
Interchange (CULCON). The goal of these and other efforts is
to cultivate a “TOMODACHI Generation” of young people in Japan
and the United States who will serve as the foundation for an
even stronger bilateral partnership in the future.
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FOR RELEASE
U.S.-Japan Joint Statement: A Shared Vision for the Future

The U.S.-Japén Alliance is the cornerstone of peace, security, and
stability in the Asia-Pacific region. This partnership has underwritten the
dynamic growth and prosperity of the region for 60 years.

The strength of this Alliance, which was demonstrated during the Great
East Japan Earthquake of 2011, is founded on the close bonds between our
two nations and our people. These bonds will continue to anchor and sustain
our partnership.

Japan and the United States share a commitment to democracy, the rule
of law, open societies, human rights, human security, and free and open
- markets; these values guide us in our joint efforts to address the global
. challenges of our time.

- The U.S.-Japan partnership continues to be defined by our enduring
commitment to the maintenance of peace. Over the decades, our Alliance has
steadily developed into a comprehensive partnership that contributes to peace
and stability in the Asia-Pacific region, an important center for global
economic growth, and beyond.

Japan and the United States pledge. to fulfill our roles and
responsibilities by utilizing the full range of capabilities to advance regional
and global peace, prosperity and security. Our cooperation and dialogue
extend to all levels and areas of government and the private sector.

To accomplish our shared vision for the future, we seek to further
enhance our bilateral security and defense cooperation. We reaffirm the
indispensability of the U.S.-Japan Alliance to the security of Japan, and to the
peace, security, and economic prosperity of the Asia-Pacific region, which faces
diverse challenges in a changing international environment. We will pursue
our respective commitments, including the development of Japan’s dynamic
defense force under the 2010 National Defense Program Guidelines, and the
U.S. strategic rebalancing to the Asia-Pacific with its efforts to achieve a more
geographically distributed and .operationally resilient force posture in the
region. Our updated U.S. force realignment plan will further enhance the
Alliance’s ability to respond to a variety of contingencies in the region.

Japan and the United States are working with partners in the region to
strengthen institutions and foster networks that are open, inclusive, and
support internationally accepted rules and norms, including through fora
such as the East Asia Summit (EAS) and APEC. This approach respects
diversity in the region, while promoting mutual understanding, confidence,



'FOR RELEASE

and transparency. dJapan and the United States welcome all regional
partners to make positive contributions to this process.

We face both conventional and emerging security threats, and commit to
act together based on our 2011 Common Strategic Objectives in addressing.
global challenges such as terrorism, proliferation of- weapons of mass
destruction, and piracy. We pledge to work together to promote the rule of
law, protect human rights, and enhance coordination on peacekeepmg,
post-conflict stabilization, development assistance, organized crime and
narcotics trafficking, and infectious diseases. We must also work to protect
and-develop the tremendous potential of critical areas such as the high seas,
space, and cyberspace, ensuring their use is responsible and rule-based.

We aim to enhance economic growth and prosperity for both our nations
through bilateral economic harmonization and the promotion of regional
economic integration. We will continue to seek ways to deepen our bilateral
trade and investment ties and to.promote cooperation on innovation,
entrepreneurship, supply chain security, the Internet economy, and science
and technology, as well as women’s entrepreneurship and economic
empowerment. We are also committed to working together to develop high
standard trade and investment rules in the region and promote regional
economic integration, consistent with the long-term objective of the APEC
economies to develop a Free Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific (FTAAP). We will
continue to advance our ongoing bilateral consultations on the Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP), and further explore how bilateral economic harmonization
and the promotion of regional economic integration could be achieved.

We also affirm our commitment to cooperating on energy, including the
development of clean and renewable energy sources, peaceful, safe, and secure
uses of nuclear energy, and on energy security. We share a mutual
commitment to address the global impact of climate change. |

The close bond between our people remains the greatest resource for our
Alliance and for our shared vision of the future. To develop the strong ties
between future generations of Japanese and American citizens, we commit to
strengthening people-to-people connections at all levels through efforts such
as the Kizuna Project and the TOMODACHI initiative. We pledge to increase
the number of students and researchers attending one another’s schools and
universities and work together to facilitate greater travel and tourism.

In these areas and beyond, Japan and the United States of America are
determined to expand our cooperation and further strengthen the Alliance in
order to realize our shared vision for a future of peace and prosperity for all of
our citizens and for the world.
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